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REGISTRATION FOR
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Message from the Director

If you are participating in the
General Assembly, please
remember to register as soon as

It’s that time of year when member states and
the Secretariat are busy preparing for our most
important meeting of the year. We are pleased
to dedicate this edition of our newsletter on our
progress towards this year’s regular session of the
General Assembly, to be held in Cancun, Mexico.
As the supreme decision-making organ of the
Organization of American States (OAS), the
General Assembly (GA) constitutes the
preeminent political forum in the Americas where
all member states are guaranteed equal
representation. It is through this important
process of dialogue and debate that new
mechanisms, mandates, policies and actions
emerge, and seminal treaties such as the 2001
Democratic Charter and the 2016 American
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples have been adopted. Such outcomes
reﬂect member states’ commitment to work
for the strengthening of the inter-American
system and for improving the lives of the
peoples of the Americas.

After extensive negotiations between the
Government of Mexico and the OAS team led by
Assistant Secretary General Nestor Mendez, on
May 17, 2017, Secretary General Luis Almagro
and Ambassador Luis Alfonso de Alba,
Permanent Representative of Mexico to the
OAS, signed the agreement formalizing the offer
to host the 47th General Assembly in Mexico,
whose theme is “Strengthening Dialogue and
Concerted Action for Prosperity.” This 72 page
agreement encapsulates the delicate balance
between tradition and innovation that will
characterize this event.

possible

R E G I S T R AT I O N

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Please click on the button below for
the OAS events calendar.

I extend to you a cordial invitation to participate
in the Assembly – whether in Cancun or via
webcast. Your engagement is vital to broadening
the inter-American dialogue by ensuring that
the process is transparent and fully
representative of the concerns and ideas of the
citizens of the Americas.
The aim of the General Secretariat and the
member states is to organize a forum that is
productive in its outcome and far-reaching in its
impact. We look forward to a successful General
Assembly as we continue our pursuit of the OAS
goal for the Americas of “More Rights for More
People.”

GO TO EVENTS

USEFUL LINKS

Visit our web page and learn about
our new graphic design services:

Yadira Soto

-Image design
-Business presentations
-Brochures, magazines, and more...

Did you know that ...
…the First International Conference of the
American States was held in Washington, D.C.,
in 1889-1890. The Conference of American
States met until 1954, with 10 inter-American
conferences held, as well as three special
meetings, in 1964, 1965, and 1967, the year
when the ﬁrst Protocol of Amendment to the
Charter of the Organization of American States
(1967 Protocol of Buenos Aires) was adopted
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and the General Assembly was established as the
supreme organ, laying the groundwork for the
ﬁrst regular session of the General Assembly, in
1971.
…from 1971 to June 2016, forty-six regular
sessions of the General Assembly were held, and,
as of October 2016, ﬁfty-one special sessions.

Conference survey - Give us your
feedback
Constructive feedback is most welcome. Please
remember to complete the Conference Services
Survey after each meeting. The purpose of the
survey is to compile GS/OAS suggestions and
improve

the

services

provided

by

the

Department.
First special session of the OAS General Assembly -- Washington, D.C.
– June 25 – July 8, 1970

First regular session of the OAS General Assembly -- San José, Costa
Rica – April 14 – 23, 1971
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General Assembly at a glance

Español English Français Português

Español English Français Português

OAS Institutional Glossary
The Language Section is pleased to make
available to you the OAS Institutional Glossary,
HOTEL RESERVATIONS

TERMINAL EXPENSES

The hotel selected to provide accommodation for
all OAS General Secretariat personnel
participating in the General Assembly session is
the Moon Palace Cancun, Sunrise Lobby. The rate
for a single room is US$358, which includes taxes.
For a double room, the rate is US$199 per person,
taxes included. Room rates include food,
beverages, taxes, and gratuities.
Hotel
reservations are to be made directly with the
hotel, by June 8, 2017, at the following link:

in the four languages.

Terminal expenses will be US$60.00 to cover
transportation costs in the Washington, D.C. area.
The Government of Mexico will provide
airport-Moon Palace Hotel and Moon Palace
Hotel-airport transportation. For information on
per diems, please consult the Information Bulletin for
the General Assembly Session.

This document was

compiled as a language support tool for the
Organization, and is updated periodically. As
well as providing ready access to titles and
terms used in resolutions and other OAS
documents, it ensures their standardized
translation.

NEW MEMBERS

https://www3.palaceresorts.com/NET/Formularios/Group

Maria Covadonga Soto Casar

s.aspx?gc=ASAMBL_002&sb=GRUPO&ag=ASAMBL_002

Joined the Language Section
on April 26, as Interpretation
Services Coordinator.

TRAVEL INFORMATION

SUGGESTED DRESS CODE

While on the plane, you will be given a form, the
Mexican Tourist Permit Form (FMM), to complete
with your passport information. When you arrive
in Cancun, the Immigration Ofﬁcer will keep one
part of the form, and will give back the other for
you to keep and submit upon your departure from
Mexico. It is VERY IMPORTANT to keep this
document with your passport as you MUST have
it to be able to depart Mexico. All passengers
must complete this form. See a Sample FMM.

For working hours:
Men: Long sleeve white guayabera shirt and dark
pants.
Women: Light clothing. Depending on the
weather, a shawl or wrap may be needed.

Monica Koehler Sant’Anna
Joined the Language Section
on May 22, as a Portuguese
translator and reviewer.

For free time:
Don’t forget to bring comfortable lightweight
clothing for this time of year, when temperatures in
Cancun average 25.5 o C/77o F.

Steven Uribe
Joined the Conference
Section on April 19, as an
ITech support-Room
attendant.

SUGGESTIONS
ELECTRICITY

CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE RATE

The electrical current in Mexico is 110 volts and
the following outlets are used:

Mexico’s currency is the peso. The exchange rate
averages $20.00 pesos/US$1. Most businesses
accept credit and debit cards. However, it is
recommended to carry some cash.

A.

B.

If you have any comments or
suggestions, please write to us at
DCMMannouncements@oas.org

Areas of interest near Cancun

TULUM

VALLADOLID

CHICHÉN ITZÁ

(More information)

(More information)

(More information)

DCMM in Action! Preparing for the General Assembly at headquarters and in Cancun

Regular meeting of the Permanent Council, held on May 10, 2017, where draft resolution CP/doc.5302/17 was adopted, changing the venue of the forty-seventh
regular session of the General Assembly to Cancun, Quintana Roo, to be held from June 19 to 21.

Nestor Mendez, Luis Almagro, Luis Alfonso de
Alba Góngora, Diego Pary

María Mercedes Andrade, Yadira Soto,
Luisa Quintero

OAS and the Government of Mexico sign

Review of ﬂoor plans for the holding of the

Preliminary visit to the site chosen by the
Government of Mexico for the holding of the
47th General Assembly

agreement to hold forty-seventh regular session of

forty-seventh regular session of the General

Walk-through of the venue “Moon Palace Arena

the General Assembly.

Assembly.

Convention Center,” Cancun, Mexico, with the
counterpart.

A Note from the Language Section
Clear writing: Is your text ready to be translated?
If you hesitate to answer this question, stop. Don’t send your text for
translation until you agree and are aware that it meets the following
requirements:

phrases that help us connect ideas and that facilitate and make transitions
clearer, so as to add information, present opposing arguments, associate
like ideas, and reach conclusions.

•It is easy to read. If it is, it is also easy to translate. This does not mean
that the text should lack meaning or message. Very much the reverse: If
it is easy to read, it attracts the reader’s attention and engages,
convinces, and galvanizes him.

•It is appropriate. Always keep your audience in mind. If the text is for a
general audience, use clear and simple words. But for a specialized
audience, feel free to use customary terminology readily understood by
the audience.

•It is clear. Strive to make your texts clear, without unnecessary
repetition. In conveying your ideas, your best friend is simplicity.
Consider that ambiguity is counterproductive because the intent of your
message might be lost in translation. Short clear sentences that are not
abstract may convey a message more forcefully than a long string of
words haphazardly arranged.

And, lastly, read and re-read your text. Correct the spelling, punctuation,
and syntax. A misspelled word or a missing accent may prevent your
message from being conveyed and, more importantly, does not reﬂect
well on you as an author. Precise and accurate writing say much about the
author.
Francisco Reséndiz

•It is coherent and smooth. Provide rational supporting or dissenting
arguments. Your ideas should be conveyed using expressions, words, or

Translator/Reviewer
For more information: http://scm.oas.org/language-en.html

Highlights of our Staff

Maria Mercedes Andrade

Luisa Quintero

Emilia Soto

Maria Mercedes started working at the OAS in
May 2000, with the DCMM. Since then, she has
been involved in the planning and execution of
more than twelve (12) General Assembly
sessions. Fun fact: During the Summits of the
Americas held in Trinidad and Tobago, she
shared a cigarette with President Obama.

Luisa started working at the OAS in 2008,
providing direct support to the Ofﬁce of the
Director of the DCMM. She goes above and
beyond the call of duty in the preparations for
and during the General Assembly. Fun fact: Luisa
has lived in Venezuela, Spain, United Kingdom,
Argentina, and the United States.

Emilia is Mexican and has a Master’s degree in
Translation and Interpretation. She started
working at the OAS in the fall of 2013 as an
intern and, in January 2014, joined the
Language Section as Translation Services
Coordinator. Fun fact: Emilia loves to dance.
Last year, while dancing, she broke a toe.
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