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INTRODUCTION
Among the main functions of the Section on Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology
 of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) is to promote implementation of the mandates of the political organs and to serve as Technical Secretariat to ministerial meetings and meetings of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT). 

Since the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, held in Panama, in October 2011, where the Plan of Action of Panama [2012-2016] was adopted, the activities of the Section have focused on supporting the implementation of the mandates of that Plan of Action, which envisages specific activities implemented in four areas:  innovation, human resources training and education; national quality infrastructure; and technological development.
The Eighth Regular Meeting of COMCYT, to be held in Washington, D.C., on November 14 and 15, 2013, will facilitate a more profound political dialogue on the issues of the last ministerial meeting, assess the progress made by the working groups, and decide the next steps in implementing the Plan of Action of Panama 2012-2016.
MANDATES
OAS/SEDI, through the Section on Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology of the Department of Economic and Social Development, supports scientific development in and technology transfer among the member states in fulfillment with the mandates issued by the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development in force, and the Meetings of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology. 

At the different Summits of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government have supported the incorporation of science and technology as primary elements of national plans and strategies for economic and social development with the essential aim of contributing to poverty reduction and job creation.

For its part, the Strategic Plan emphasizes a need to promote dialogue, facilitate cooperation and technical assistance, foster experience sharing, and support the member states in strengthening the development and use of scientific, technological, and innovation capacities. 

The Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, whose Third Meeting was held in Panama, in 2011, have also pledged, inter alia, to increase international cooperation in dealing with regional and global challenges; to enhance collaboration in research and development between academia and the private sector; to improve the quality of university education in science and engineering; to foster entrepreneurship; and to continue supporting the construction of infrastructure and the provision of technological services to enhance business competitiveness through improved quality.
ACTIVITIES
Follow-up to the Plan of Panama and promoting political dialogue. 
The main objective of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (REMCYT III), held in Panama City, in November 2011, was to draw up a long-term hemispheric cooperation agenda on “Translational Science, Technology, and Innovation:  Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity,” and adopting a plan of action in four areas:  innovation, human resource training and education; national quality infrastructure, and technological development. For implementation of the Plan of Action, four working groups were formed, one for each area of the Plan of Action, coordinated respectively by Mexico (Innovation), Argentina (Human Resources), Canada (National Quality Infrastructure), and Colombia (Technological Development).
In its capacity as Technical Secretariat for the ministerial meeting, from October 2012 until November 2013, the Section of Competitiveness, Innovation, and Technology (SCIT), thanks to the support and collaboration of the National center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA), organized eleven (11) videoconferences to foster political dialogue among members of the Working Groups and assist in the implementation of the Action Plan. These videoconferences had the participation of the majority of the participating countries in each group and allowed for the exchange of information and best practices and to identify and establish the themes for joint work in order to reach concrete proposals to be developed by each Working Group. Meanwhile, civil society institutions, including universities, research centers, technology transfer and commercialization offices, among others, will join as strategic partners and provide their support to the activities of the Working Groups.
Working Group 1 on Innovation

The main objective of Working Group 1 is 1 to work will work toward developing a culture of technology-based innovation in the Americas that fosters inclusiveness, entrepreneurship, and creative thinking in society at large, academia, and the private and public sectors. Coordinated by Mexico, its members are:

· Costa Rica

· Ecuador

· Peru

· Dominican Republic

· Uruguay

· Barbados

· Paraguay

· El Salvador

· Trinidad and Tobago

· Biological Research Center of the Northeast, CIBNOR

· Collaboratory for Advanced Research and Technology of the Americas, ARTCA

· Computer Institute in Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences, ICHASS

· National Center for Supercomputing Applications, NCSA

· Universidad Pontifica Bolivariana, UPB

Plan of Action of Panama 2012-2016 states that this group should:

a. Identify, select, define, and collaborate to propose indicators of innovation for Member States

b. Promote policies and national frameworks to foster innovation, including investments, in collaboration with the Ministers and High Authorities.

c. Define the issue and oversee the development of a case study or project in the region and make recommendations for action to the COMCyT

d. Design and coordinate regional and hemispheric projects, and forge partnerships. 

Thus, with Mexico as coordinator and with the willing cooperation and monitoring of group members and strategic partners, progress has been made on specific projects through four videoconferences organized by the OAS Section of Competitiveness, Innovation, and Technology . 

Mexico presented a study with 32 innovation indicators to the group, which was based on work already developed by Mexico in the framework of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). Comments and contributions to the document were received from Uruguay, Peru, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, and Trinidad and Tobago, who also contributed with an English translation of the document. To further focus the work of the group, Mexico presented  a tentative list of 12 key innovation indicators selected from the original list of 32 indicators. 

The twelve key indicators suggested by Mexico are:

1. The number of scientific articles published per million inhabitants. 

2. Patent applications filed per million inhabitants.

3. Companies with internal innovation in products or processes (percent of companies). 
4. Proportion of companies that collaborate with each other in innovation initiatives. 

5. Percent of companies with technological innovation. 

6. Companies that developing marketing or organizational innovations (percent of companies).

7. Proportion of sales of products with new technologies. 

8. Proportion of sales of products with technological improvements

9. Proportion of the Technology Balance of Payments with respect to GDP.

10. Spending on Research and Technological Development (RTD) as a proportion of GDP.

11. ICT expenditure as a proportion of GDP.

12. Researchers for every thousand in the EAP

The more extensive list of 32 indicators included items related to research centers, higher education institutions, scientific articles published, patents and registered trademarks, innovative companies, certificates of quality, sale of technological products, graduates in science and technology, amongst others. 

Currently, the list of 12 indicators is being evaluated by the Working Group, and members have made comments and additions. Several countries expressed their willingness to share their available statistics and information on these indicators. Once countries have the final list of indicators, they will send Mexico their approval so that the group can continue to the next phase of promoting policies and national frameworks to foster innovation, including investments, in collaboration with the Ministers and High Authorities. 

The National Institute of Higher Education, Research, Science and Technology (NIHERST) of Trinidad and Tobago organized the International Conference on Science and Technology for Economic Diversification (INSCITED), which took place on June 5th and 6th, 2013 in Port of Spain with the support of group members, the OAS, and the National Institute of Science, Technology, and Development Studies of India. This event was attended by 100 participants, including high authorities of Science and Technology. 
During the2012-2013 working year, group members have exchanged information, tools, and details on programs and events related to the group’s issues. In this connection, Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana of Medellin, Colombia (UPB) shared a series of innovation indicators entitled “Barriers to Innovation” where they used the U Coefficient of Innovation to measure innovation in small businesses.  

Working Group 2 on Education and Resource Training

The main objective of Working Group 2 is to help increase the number of female and male graduates in science, technology, engineering, and technical education, and to improve study programs in these areas to respond to the changing needs of industry—especially of MSMEs—and communities. Coordinated by Argentina, its members are:

· Colombia

· Bolivia

· Mexico

· Nicaragua

· Dominican Republic

· Trinidad and Tobago

· Paraguay

· Guatemala 

· Costa Rica

· Biological Research Center of the Northeast, CIBNOR

· Collaboratory for Advanced Research and Technology of the Americas, ARTCA

· Computer Institute in Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences, ICHASS

· National Center for Supercomputing Applications, NCSA

· Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana, UPB

· International Road Federation, IRF

· Latin American and Caribbean Consortium of Engineering Institutions (LACCEI)
· Pan-American Union of Engineering Associations, UPADI / Pan-American Academy of Engineering, API
0 The Ministerial Meeting also tasked this Group with enlisting universities to update study programs in science, technology, and engineering so as to graduate a critical mass of qualified men and women in strategic industries and fields, emphasizing multidisciplinary approaches and strengthening private-sector linkages in line with the social and economic situation of their countries; 

In this connection, with Argentina as coordinator and with the willing cooperation and monitoring of member countries of the group, the following activities have been made possible:

1. Four videoconferences in one year, where the exchange of ideas and follow-up have resulted in the elaboration of  two surveys: one on industry needs regarding hiring of recent science and engineering graduates and the second on the perception of high school students and their perception on scientific and technological careers.. The latter survey is currently being implemented in Bolivia and will be conducted in  Trinidad and Tobago in early  2014.

2. A seminar in Buenos Aires, which took place in September 2013, where group members developed a mobility proposal that seeks to improve engineering education in OAS Member States by promoting student exchanges throughout the hemisphere. Trinidad and Tobago has offered support for the initiative, as it is one of their country priorities to attain international recognition for their engineering students.

3. Participation and leadership of Argentina in the Pan American Federation of Engineering Societies (UPADI) Annual Congress in August 2013 to discuss Working Group 2 objectives and how to implement the above-mentioned mobility program.

Argentina is currently in the process of receiving comments and feedback from other members of the Working Group 2 on the mobility program. Subsequently, Argentina, as coordinator of the group will create a roadmap where it will outline next steps for group members.

In the framework of Working Group 2, CONACYT of Mexico offered the CONACYT-OAS scholarship program, including information on the application process, implementation and opportunities related to the 600 scholarships provided by the Mexican government for masters and doctoral students in science and engineering from OAS Member States.

To support Working Group 2 and in the context of the mandates related to the hemispheric initiative Engineering for the Americas (EFTA), Argentina, as Group 2 coordinator and the OAS Section of Competitiveness, Innovation, and Technology participated in the Pan American Federation of Engineering Societies (UPADI) Annual Congress held in August, 2013, in Medellin, Colombia, with the purpose of seeking cooperation in areas and programs related to education so as to follow up on EFTA.

Similarly, Members of Group 2 and the General Secretariat of the OAS participated in the Annual Conference of the Latin American and Caribbean Consortium of Engineering Institutions (LACCEI) held in July 2013, in Cancun, Mexico.

Working Group 3 on National Quality Infrastructure

The main objective of Working Group 3 is to help member states have access to internationally recognized quality-infrastructure services to foster competitiveness, innovation, trade and consumer safety. 
 Coordinated by Canada and Panama, its members are:
· United States

· Mexico

· Peru

· Colombia 

· Costa Rica

· Paraguay

· Inter-American Metrology System, SIM
· Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation, IAAC

· Inter-American Commission Standards, COPANT

· Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt  of Germany, PTB 

At the OAS Ministerial, it was agreed that the QI Working Group would be led from the perspective of scientific metrology, using the existing and highly developed network of the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), with strong participation of the regional peer Quality Infrastructure (QI) organizations: the Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC) and the Pan-American Standards Commission (COPANT).  

It was also agreed that the WG should be used to create partnerships and lead to better cooperation and coordination among the stakeholders in national quality infrastructure. To this end, an Executive Committee for the WG was created which included the WG Chair and Co-Chair and representatives from SIM, IAAC, COPANT and the OAS. 

It should be noted that as of 2013, the Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB), the National Metrology Institute of Germany, formally joined WG3, as a strategic partner as their development objectives are completely aligned with this project.
During the SIM General Assembly held in Costa Rica, November 2012, a meeting to identify specific ideas for action was held. Its purpose was to assess progress on cross-organizational relationship-building, as well as to identify a project to be developed by WG3 to strengthen national quality systems and promote the importance of NQI in the region.   The discussion centered on the ideas for collaboration among the three institutions that had been previously explored at a “Looking into the Future” Workshop organized by the PTB. 

As a result of this meeting, WG members identified as their group proposal, the creation of a formal structure (Council/Collaboratory/Committee) for quality infrastructure in the Americas that gathers together IAAC, COPANT and SIM. (Proposed name: Inter-American Council on Quality Infrastructure) 

The Working Group agreed to attempt to achieve this goal by November 2013, in time for the 8th Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) to be held in Washington DC at the OAS. To this end, the goal was to obtain the approval of the General Assemblies of the 3 organizations during 2013. Subsequently the Proposal was presented to and approved by the three General Assemblies: COPANT, in April, IAAC, in August,  and  SIM  in October.
As an immediate contribution to the creation of the new structure, COPANT offered a space in its new interactive website so that the three institutions can exchange information and advance on activities such as building catalogues of sub regional best practices that can be projected to regional best practices.   

The three organizations also identified as strategic priorities: collaboration on organizing awareness session for governments and politicians; cooperation on Regional Proficiency Tests and cross participation in all 3 Regional Organizations.

In May, the Working Group met in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, to continue developing the work plan.  A third meeting was held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, in August, in the context of the IAAC General Assembly. It was agreed to prepare a Memorandum of Understanding to create the Council. 

Currently an MOU has been drafted and pre-approved by the three institutions.  Although the expectation was that it could be signed at the COMCYT meeting in November 2013, due to conflicting agendas, the COPANT and IAAC Chairs could not attend.  Alternative dates for the signing are being discussed.  

Next steps include completing the work plan and the list of joint projects. The creation of the Council will provide the three peer organizations with a shared vision and common message to promote the role of NQI in national and regional competitiveness

Working Group 4 in Technological Development

The main objective of Working Group 4 should be to strengthen Inter-American cooperation in science, technology, and innovation in key areas decided on by the Member States, to achieve more effective and accelerated technological development in the region. Coordinated by Colombia, its members are: 

· Ecuador

· Argentina

· Honduras

· Dominican Republic

· México

· Nicaragua

· Guatemala

· El Salvador

· Biological Research Center of the Northeast, CIBNOR

· Collaboratory for Advanced Research and Technology of the Americas, ARTCA

· Computer Institute in Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences, ICHASS

· National Center for Supercomputing Applications, NCSA

0 According to the Plan of Action of Panama,  the Group should strive to:

a) Define specific themes of interest and provide follow-up to the development of a case study or project in the region, as well as formulate recommendations for action to the COMCYT.

b) Create or strengthen programs, projects, and activities for cooperation and knowledge exchange, with the goal of promoting the development of MSMEs, universities, and the community, as well as other units of production in one or more of the following areas:

i. Biotechnology and food security. 

ii. Renewable and clean energy, energy efficiency, and cleaner energy production.

iii. Nanotechnology 

c) Promote the creation of networks, as well as specialized and advanced observatories, and the use of high technologies in the areas mentioned before, in particular those that promote supply chain management and transportation logistics.

To this end, toward the end of 2012, COLCIENCIAS coordinated a seminar in Colombia in which the countries and partners of Working Group 4 developed a proposal called REDPAOS, with the objective of offering a technological platform that would bring together productive sectors in agriculture at the SME level. Subsequently, based on input and recommendations from the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA), the Members decided that the project’s focus on agricultural issues would be outside their jurisdictions as National Science and Technology Institutions (ONCYTs).

During the past year, Group 4 held three videoconferences, in coordination with COLCIENCAS Colombia, in which various projects and initiatives were discussed. Colombia, as group coordinator, considers that next steps in the area of technological development, should be focused on activities to generate exchanges of information, and coordination and cooperation among authorities, public and private research centers, universities, and the private sector, so as  to share best practices on issues such as technology transfer, incubation, and entrepreneurship, among other instances for collaboration in technological development. 

The Section on Competitiveness, Innovation, and Technology, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat, has shared supporting materials and activity reports on Red Innovanet, developed in 2013 in the framework of the OAS-Canada cooperation project, with a special focus on Central America, and with best practices from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Canada, the United States, and Mexico, as inputs to present and implement a roadmap for technological development under the leadership of Colciencias. This roadmap will have as its first phase a series of presentations on best practices in technological development by the Members of the Group and by public and private institutions in the Members States interested and experienced in the subject. 

The presentations will take place during the first two videoconferences following the Eighth COMCYT Meeting. We invite members of the Working Group and all COMCYT delegations to present best practices and experiences in technologically development for consideration on the agenda of the next videoconferences. Based on the recommendations of the presentations on best practices, the Group will define next steps so as to present results in the next COMCYT meeting or in the next Science and Technology .Ministerial Meeting. 

New Members of the Working Group
During 2013, each one of the Working Groups received new members as follows:
a. Working Group 1 in Innovation: Colombia, Trinidad and Tobago, Biological Research Center of the Northeast, CIBNOR, of Mexico
b. Working Group 2 in Education and Human Resource Training: Bolivia, Trinidad and Tobago, and the Biological Research Center of the Northeast, CIBNOR of Mexico
c. Working Group 3 in National Quality Infrastructure: Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt Alemania, PTB
d. Working Group 4 in Technology Development: Mexico and the Biological Research Center of the Northeast, CIBNOR of Mexico
OAS-ARTCA Project
As a result of the Summit on Research and Technologies in the Americas, held in Washington, D.C., in March 2010, the OAS established a strategic partnership with the Costa Rica – United States of America Foundation for Cooperation (CRUSA), the National Center for High Technology of Costa Rica (CeNAT), the Institute for Computing in Humanities, Arts and Social Science (I-CHASS) of the University of Illinois and the National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA). From this partnership emerged the Advanced Research and Technology Collaboratory for the America (OAS-ARTCA) – a project aiming at providing technological expertise and resources to promote inter-university cooperation, enhance applied research, provide training on the use of advanced technologies - including supercomputers - and give access to information and communication technologies to transcend the intellectual institutional and financial barriers that can impede collaborative work.

OAS-ARTCA has an Advisory Board of 15 members and a Steering Committee of 10 members who meet annually. The Steering Committee is responsible of organizing and implementing specific activities and projects throughout the Americas, and operates from its headquarters located at the Organization of American States in Washington, D.C.
From October 2012 to November 2013, the OAS-ARTCA Project obtained further partnerships and financing to work on the following activities:
A. Radical Innovation Summit. On June 13 and 14, 2013 the OAS hosted a two-day workshop, bringing together around 35 leaders in innovation from across the Americas to collectively consider strategies for integrating innovation in higher education. Indeed, the Radical innovation Summit was addressing the following questions: What capacities are necessary for innovation to happen and what kinds of policies are needed to grow them? How might innovative thinking be integrated with pedagogy? If innovation thrives through creativity, what would this look like in an educational setting? The Workshop was structured as an “unconference” – leaving space for every participant to share their teaching practices in the format of their choice (poster, power point, song, hands-on experiment, etc.). Participants had their airfare, terminal expenses and per diem covered for the two days of the workshop, thanks to a grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF). Selection of candidates was made by the OAS-ARTCA Steering Committee and was based on the applicants’ curriculum and experience. Special attention was given to include representatives from small economies, as well as to ensure that the principles of gender equity and equality were respected. In total, experts from the United States, Mexico, Costa Rica, Guatemala and Trinidad and Tobago attended the Summit. To this day participants still exchange good practices online thanks to a Google Group that was created for them. A portfolio of best innovative practices in education us also under construction. For more information on the Radical Innovation Summit, please visit: http://artcaonline.org/news/oas-hosts-radical-innovation-summit/
B. Pan-American Summer Institute (PASI). The PASI was a ten-day activity that brought together 30 participants from all over the Americas to offer training on Methods of Computation-Based Discovery (CBD). The Summer Institute targeted young researchers, graduate students, post docs and junior faculty whose research could benefit from CBD, or in other words, research involving large scale problems. Participants gained knowledge and skills as Senior researchers shared methods and techniques for CBD and provided hands-on laboratory sessions. The Institute took place from July 15 through 26, 2013, at the Universidad del Valle de Guatemala, in Guatemala City. Trainers came from the Institute for Computing in Humanities, Arts and Social Science of the University of Illinois (I-CHASS); the Universidad del Valle de Guatemala, CINVESTAV (Mexico); the National National Center for High Technology of Costa Rica (CeNAT); the Universidad de los Andes (Colombia); as well as from RedCLARA – Latin America’s largest academic Network with more then 1200 public and private universities. Selected participants had their travel and terminal expenses as well as accommodation, per diem and training fully covered for the length of the Summer Institute, thanks to a grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF). The selection of candidates was made by the OAS-ARTCA Steering Committee and was based on the applicants’ curriculum and experience. Special attention was also given to include representatives from small economies, as well as to ensure that the principles of gender equity and equality were respected. Overall, the PASI became for participants not only a learning experience, but also a significant moment of cultural exchange and discoveries. Indeed, participants came from Canada, the United States, and Guatemala. Costa Rica, Colombia, Ecuador and Mexico. To this day some teams of researchers still collaborate together with the help of a mentor (instructor form PASI). It is planned that another edition of the PASI will take place in another Latin American country in 2014. For more information on the results of the PASI and to see pictures of the event, please visit: http://artcaonline.org/news/new-collaborations-at-the-center-of-pasi-2013/
C. Executive Immersion Program. In 2014, OAS-ARTCA and the University of Illinois will conduct the first round of a technological immersion program for executives, directors and high authorities of the ministries and councils of science and technology of the OAS member states – to expose them to the possibilities offered by advanced technologies and reflect on how these tools could be used for integral development in the Americas. The Program will consist of a 5 day visit to the facilities of the University of Illinois, including the Blue Waters Supercomputer; the Virtual Cave; the Advanced Visualization Laboratory, the Digital Arts Gallery, the Virtual Museum and the 3-D image processors. Additionally, during their stay, candidates will have the opportunity to attend conferences and sessions on themes related to advanced technologies and to establish contacts with professionals through networking opportunities. The University of Illinois will provide accommodations, terminal expenses and per diem for selected participants. Airfare from the home country to the State of Illinois will have to be assumed by the institution of each candidate. This activity will be conducted in the week of March 17 through 21, 2014. Representatives from many Member States have already communicated their interest in participating. Given that participants will not be required to have an extensive knowledge of advance technology to participate in this experience, any high-level government official interested in participating in the program will be able to do so. For more information on this program, please visit: http://artcaonline.org/news/i-chass-ncsa-and-oas-artca-launch-the-executive-immersion-program/
D. One Million Supercomputing Hours Challenge. OAS-ARTCA, in conjunction with I-CHASS, NCSA and XSEDE (Xtreme Science and Engineering Discovery Environment), will launch in 2014 a Second Edition of the “One Million Supercomputing Hours Challenge”. Based on the success of the first round of applications which granted 5 teams of researchers from the United States and abroad with half a million supercomputing hours in 2010, the Second Edition will target more specifically researchers and faculty members from the LAC Region. RedCLARA – Latin America’s most extensive academic Network with more then 1200 universities – will help to recruit teams of researchers. I-CHASS will, for its part, provide technical assistance and advice on projects and will help to identify other collaborators to work with the selected candidates throughout the year 2014. It is planned that eight to twelve teams of researchers will be selected by the OAS-ARTCA Steering Committee based on applicants’ curriculum, research themes and not necessarily on their experience with advanced technologies since online training will be provided. Experts from the Institute for Computing in Humanities, Arts and Social Science of the University of Illinois (I-CHASS); the National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA) and the XSEDE Consortium –which counts on 16 supercomputer centers across the U.S. – will provide training to the winning teams. Special attention will be given to include teams of researchers from small economies, as well as to ensure that the principles of gender equity and equality are respected. To see the previous Call for applications of the previous edition of the Challenge, please visit: http://artcaonline.org/one-million-supercomputing-hours-challenge.html
E. HASTAC 2014. OAS-ARTCA, in collaboration with I-CHASS, NCSA and the HASTAC Alliance (HASTAC stands for “Humanities, Arts, Science and Technology Alliance and Collaboratory”), is currently preparing a massive 3-day Conference called HASTAC 2014 which will be hosted at the Ministry of Culture of Peru on April 24-27, 2014. The HASTAC conference is held once a year and brings together about 400 to 500 educators, artists, authors, teachers and digital visionaries committed to the creative development and critical understanding of new technologies in life, learning, and society. This is the sixth edition of the Conference but it is the first time that the event will take place in the Latin American Region. The Ministry of Culture of Peru has already expressed its interest in focusing this year’s Conference around digital and 3D animations. As such, spaces will be made available for discussion and trainings in the field. Furthermore, considering that Peru’s indigenous communities comprise about 35% of the total population of the country, the HASTAC 2014 Conference will include a strand on Native Communities and the use of technologies. Technologies for education; gender equity in STEM and technological enterprises for economic development will also be themes that will be explored during the event. Speakers will come from all over the OAS Member States and keynotes will include big names from the academic, political and digital animation fields. Conferences, lightning talks, exhibitions, booths, demonstrations, round tables, online gaming and creative and cultural presentations will be at the menu. For more information on the Conference, please visit: http://hastac2014.org/
Engineering for the Americas (EFTA)
In the context of the mandates related to the hemispheric initiative Engineering for the Americas (EFTA) and to support Working Group 2 in Human Resource Education and Training, the OAS Section on Competitiveness, Innovation, and Technology attended the Pan-American Union of Engineering’s (UPADI) Annual Congress, with the end goal of seeking areas and programs for cooperation related to education as follow-up to EFTA. At this meeting, there was an extensive exchange of information on programs that are currently being developed by UPADI, the Pan-American Academy of Engineering (API), the Latin American and Caribbean Consortium of Engineering (LACCEI) and the Section of Competitiveness, Innovation, and Technology of the OAS, as well as academic institutions from across the hemisphere. 
In the same manner, members of Working Group 2 and of the General Secretariat of the OAS participated in the Annual Conferences of the Latin American and Caribbean Consortium of Engineering Institutions (LACCEI), which took place in July 2013, in Cancun, Mexico. During the conference, the yearly Engineering for the Americas Encuentro held within the framework of the LACCEI took place. Activities included the second Forum of Accreditation Agencies of the Americas, a session on Women in STEM and a presentation on Vision 2025 and the Plan of Action of Panama.  Additionally, a session was held to gather information for a Delphi study in Chemical Engineering and to follow up on the Delphi on Industrial Engineering held last year.  The results of the Delphi on Industrial Engineering were published in the LACCEI Journal.
PARTNERSHIPS
The SCIT works in cooperation with the national science and technology institutions (ONCyTs) in the member states and with other international and civil society organizations.
The SCIT has established alliances with strategic partners that make financial and in-kind contributions to achieve the goals and objectives of the Plan of Action. Notable among them are the Computer Institute in Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences (ICHASS) of the University of Illinois, and the National Center for Supercomputing Application (NCSA); the XSEDE Consortium; RedCLARA; the HASTAC Alliance; the Foundation for Cooperation Costa Rica – United Staets of America (CRUSA); the National Center of High Technology (CeNAT) of Costa Rica; the Universidad del Valle of Guatemala; the Biological Research Center of the Northeast CIBNOR of Mexico, the Pontifical Bolivarian University (UPB), the Pan American Union of Engineering Organizations (UPADI), the Pan American Academy of Engineering (API), the Latin American and Caribbean Consortium of Engineering Institutions (LACCEI), the International Road Federation, the Inter-American Metrology System, the Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation, and the Pan American Standards Commission (COPANT), the Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt of Germany (PTB), the National Business Incubation Association (NBIA), the University of Costa Rica, the National Council on Innovation for Competitiveness (CNIC) of Chile, the Competitiveness Institute of the Basque Country (ORKESTRA), the University of California San Diego, and the University of California Davis.
In the period covered by this report, cooperation agreements were signed with the following institutions:
· National University Community Research Institute NUCRI, to provide a framework for the implementation of joint projects of the Parties for the improvement and the expansion of regional Networks on education, innovation and technological development, including the Advanced Research and Technology Collaboratory for the Americas (OAS-ARTCA)
· RedCLARA, to provide a framework for the implementation of joint projects of the Parties for the improvement of networks in research, innovation and education.
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� Formerly, the Office of Science, Technology and Innovation. In July 2013, due to restructuring, the Office of Science, Technology and Innovation was merged with the Office of Competitiveness to form the new Section on Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology of the Department of Economic and Social Development of the OAS.


�  Quality Infrastructure includes three conceptual pillars:


Standards: documents that spell out the requirements for products and services to meet customer and user needs 


Accreditation :  a system to ensure that the verification of technical requirements is done in a competent and impartial manner and that all are playing equitably while eliminating needless duplication of efforts by producers and consumers


Metrology : the measurement and scientific tools required to assess products and services in a reliable and objective manner 









